
A P P L Y I N G  F O R  T H E  E C O - C H O I C E   
E C O L A B E L  

 
O u r  e x p e r i e n c e d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t e a m  w i l l  b e  

d e l i g h t e d  t o  a n s w e r  a n y  q u e r i e s  a n d   
a s s i s t  y o u  i n  p r o c e s s i n g  y o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

W e  w i l l  d i s c u s s  y o u r  p r o d u c t  r a n g e  a n d  
p r o v i d e  t h e  r e l e v a n t  e c o - s t a n d a r d s  f o r   

p r e - a u d i t  r e v i e w .  
 

Y o u  w i l l  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s u b m i t  a  
d e t a i l e d  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  

o n  y o u r  p r o d u c t s  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  r a w   
m a t e r i a l s ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p r o c e s s  a n d   

r e c y c l e - a b i l i t y  a m o n g s t  o t h e r  i s s u e s .  O n c e  
c o m p l e t e d ,  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s   

r e t u r n e d  t o  E c o - C h o i c e  w i t h  t h e   
p r e s c r i b e d  f e e s .  

 
A n  a u d i t o r  w i l l  v i s i t  y o u r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  

f a c i l i t i e s  a t  a  t i m e  t h a t  i s  c o n v e n i e n t  f o r  
y o u .  W e  w i l l  a d v i s e  y o u  i f  t h e r e  a r e  a n y  

a r e a s  o f  y o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  m a n a g e m e n t  
a n d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s y s t e m s  w h e r e   

i m p r o v e m e n t s  a r e  n e e d e d  t o  m e e t  o u r   
s t a n d a r d s .   

 
O n c e  t h e  p r o d u c t s  h a v e  p a s s e d  o u r  

e v a l u a t i o n  c r i t e r i a  a n d  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
a s s e s s m e n t  i s  p o s i t i v e ,  w e  g r a n t  y o u  t h e  

E c o - C h o i c e  L a b e l  l i c e n c e .  
 

O n c e  t h e  p e r m i t  h a s  b e e n  g r a n t e d ,   
E c o - C h o i c e  e n s u r e s  o n g o i n g  c o m p l i a n c e  o f  
t h e  p r o d u c t s  b y  a n  a n n u a l  r e v i e w  a u d i t  o f  
t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s y s t e m  a n d  t h r o u g h  a  

r e v i e w  o f  t h e  r e l e v a n t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n   
s t a n d a r d  a n d  c r i t e r i a .  

---   ECOLABELLING ECOLABELLING ECOLABELLING ---
Creating New 

Business 
Opportunities 

Creating Environmentally 
Responsible Partnerships 

Only after the last tree has been cut down…
Only after the last river has been poisoned…

Only after the last fish has been caught…
Only then will you find that money can’t be eaten.
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E c o - L a b e l  C a t e g o r i e s  A v a i l a b l e  
*  s u b j e c t  t o  c h a n g e   

 

  A d h e s i v e s  

  B i o p o l y m e r s  

  C l e a n i n g  P r o d u c t s  

  D i s h w a s h i n g  D e t e r g e n t s  

  F u r n i t u r e  a n d  F i t t i n g s  

  O f f i c e  P a p e r  P r o d u c t s  

  P e r s o n a l  C a r e  P r o d u c t s  

  L a u n d r y  D e t e r g e n t s  

  P r i n t e d  M a t e r i a l s  

  P u b l i s h i n g  P a p e r s  

  R e c y c l e d  o r  R e c l a i m e d  T i m b e r  

  R e c y c l e d  P a p e r  P r o d u c t s  

  R e c y c l e d  P l a s t i c  P r o d u c t s  

  R e c y c l e d  R u b b e r  P r o d u c t s  

  S h a m p o o s  a n d  S o a p s  

  I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  C e r t i f i e d  P r o d u c t s  

  E n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  I n n o v a t i v e  P r o d u c t s  
 
 



Next we review your manufacturing processes. An SABS 
ISO9000, ISO14001 system or similar international       
standard has advantages, but is not a prerequisite. Where 
a company is not certified to ISO 9000 or 14001,  Eco-
Choice will identify a manufacturing process or strategy 
that best suits your needs and which will ensure environ-
mental compliance of the product itself.  
 
One of the real benefits of the programme is that your 
production line will deliver environmentally responsible 
products first time, every time. 
 
THE COST OF ECO-CHOICE LABELLING 
 
The cost of the Eco-Choice Label is highly competitive 
when compared with similar international initiatives.  The 
fees consist of an Application Fee and an annual     
Licence Fee. 
 
The Application Fee is a fixed fee payable for each 
product (or product line bearing the same characteristics) 
and is payable on application to Eco-Choice.  This is a non
-refundable fee. 
 
The Licence Fee is a fee based on the audited turnover 
of a specific ecolabelled product and varies from between 
1,25% to 2,5% depending on the nature and type of 
product being labelled.  
 
For more information on the applicable fees, contact our 
Certification Office. 
 
 

T h e  E c o - C h o i c e  E c o l a b e l l i n g  p r o g r a m m e  i s  a n  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l a b e l l i n g  i n i t i a t i v e  f o r   

m a n u f a c t u r e d  p r o d u c t s  b y  t h e  H e r i t a g e   
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  M a n a g e m e n t  C o m p a n y ,   

S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a ’ s  l e a d i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l   
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  c o m p a n y .    

 
E c o - C h o i c e  h a s  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  t o  m e e t   

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e c o l a b e l l i n g  s t a n d a r d s  t h r o u g h  
t h e  G l o b a l  E c o l a b e l l i n g  N e t w o r k  a n d  i t   

r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  o n l y  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  i t s  k i n d   
i n  A f r i c a .   

 
E c o l a b e l l i n g  i s  a  v a l u a b l e  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  t h e  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t a t u s  a n d  i m p a c t s  o f   
m a n u f a c t u r e d  p r o d u c t s  a n d  s e r v i c e s .  G r o w i n g  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n s u m e r  d e m a n d  f o r  p r o d u c t s  

b e a r i n g  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  e n d o r s e d   
e c o l a b e l s — a n d  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e   

i m p a c t s  t h a t  t h e  p r o d u c t s  w e  u s e  a n d  d i s c a r d  
h a v e  o n  t h e  E a r t h  m a k e s  t h i s  a  v a l u a b l e   

m a r k e t i n g  t o o l  f o r  a n y  m a n u f a c t u r i n g   
e n t e r p r i s e .   

 
M a n u f a c t u r e r s  a n d  d i s t r i b u t o r s  o f  g o o d s  a n d  

p r o d u c t s  a r e  a w a r d e d  t h e  E c o - C h o i c e   
t h i r d - p a r t y  l a b e l  t o  c e r t i f y  t h a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
p r o d u c t  o r  r a n g e  o f  p r o d u c t s  c o m p l i e s  w i t h   

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  r e c o g n i s e d  s t a n d a r d s  o f   
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .   

 
E c o - C h o i c e  p r o v i d e s  y o u  w i t h  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  

e v a l u a t i o n  o f  y o u r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s t a n d a r d  
a n d  e n s u r e s  t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l s ,  c o m p o n e n t s  
a n d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p r o c e s s e s  u s e d  i n  y o u r  

p r o d u c t s  h a v e  a  l i m i t e d  a n d  m a n a g e d  i m p a c t  
o n  o u r  f r a g i l e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

About  the  
Eco-Choice 

Ecolabel  

WHY ECOLABEL? 
  
The Eco-Choice Programme is a powerful marketing tool which 
reinforces your product's environmentally friendly status. It 
strengthens your point-of-sale impact and gives your product 
greater credibility in an increasingly eco-aware marketplace. 
 
Because the Eco-Choice Programme provides an independent 
third-party certification, it recognises that products bearing the 
Eco-Choice label conform to specific South African or Interna-
tional environmentally responsible standards. 
 
An ongoing environmental management strategy by manufac-
turers is an essential part of the Eco-Choice Programme and a 
clear endorsement that your company is dedicated to environ-
mentally responsible manufacturing standards. 
  
There are many reasons why manufacturers and distributors 
marketing their products into the South African marketplace 
should be awarded the Eco-Choice label: 
 You get real point-of-sale differentiation, resulting in 

more sales and greater revenue from an increasingly 
selective market. 

 Independent certification provides assurance to the 
public that your products have been manufactured in 
an environmentally responsible way and that they will 
reduce the environmental impacts that their use may 
have throughout their life cycle. 

 You are proud of your product. Having it independently 
tested and certified proves that you care about the   
impacts your products have and that you have achieved 
your environmentally responsible manufacturing       
objectives. 

 
WHAT PRODUCTS CAN BE ECOLABELLED? 
 
The Eco-Choice Programme offers recognition for a wide range 
of manufactured products ranging from paper and paper prod-
ucts, to lighting, electrical goods, clothing and apparel and 
other consumables. 
 
Our range of standards are constantly under review and we 
have access to the latest international standards as they are 
developed, thereby ensuring that your product can meet the 
Eco-Choice standard. 
 
HOW TO OBTAIN THE ECO-CHOICE LABEL 
 
Contact our Eco-Choice Certification office. They will give you 
advice and assistance on the standards and procedures that 
you will need to follow. This includes identifying the correct 
ecolabel category and relevant standard which will set out the 
characteristics and the performance criteria of your products.  
 
 


